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LABORATORY TESTING FOR PUI  OF COVID-19 IN HOSPITAL  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Send respiratory samples to 
respective laboratoryd 

           Refer Annex 4a 
 

Send FIRST SERUM to 
IMR 

 
LOWER RESPIRATORY TRACT SPECIMENS (LRTSs): 

Deep cough sputum, bronchoalveolar lavage, tracheal 
aspirate, pleural fluid, lung tissue 

 
UPPER RESPIRATORY TRACT SPECIMENS (URTSs): 

COMBINED nasopharyngeal AND oropharyngeal swabs (NP and OP 
swabs)a, nasopharyngeal aspirate / wash) 

 
SERUM SPECIMENSb 

 
 

NOTE: 
aDo not use wooden shaft / cotton swab. Use dacron / rayon / polyester swabs. 
bSerum sample to be collected in serum separator tube and send to IMR. 
cAll clinical sample while awaiting to be send to the laboratory 

Ø If transportation of sample is within 72 hours, store at 2-8°C 
Ø If transportation of sample is after 72 hours, store at -80°C 

dConsult with Laboratory Officers first before sending samples. 
 
PLEASE SEND SECOND SERUM TO IMR ON DAY 13  OR PRIOR TO 
DISCHARGE 
 
 

 
 

Bronchoalveolar lavage, tracheal 
aspirate, sputum, pleural fluid, 
nasopharyngeal aspirate / wash 

Combined NP AND OP 
swabs, lung tissue 

Plain sterile container  ONE Viral transport media 
(VTM) 

SARS CoV-2 DETECTED  
Send sample to IMR for 

confirmation 

SARS CoV-2 NOT DETECTED 
Send 5 samples /week to IMR  

Transport specimens in ice 
(Triple Packaging) 

Send the specimens in ice to the laboratory as soon as possible 
Keep specimens at 4°Cc 

DO NOT FREEZE 
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LABORATORY TESTING FOR ASYMPTOMATIC CONTACTS OF COVID-19 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                
 
 

 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 

 
Send respiratory samples  to 

MKAK/MKAI/MKAJB/MKAKB/MKA
KK/ HUS  

 
               Refer Annex 4a 
 

 
UPPER RESPIRATORY TRACT SPECIMENS 

(URTSs): 
 

COMBINED nasopharyngeal (NP) AND oropharyngeal swabs(OP) a 

 
 

 
 

 One viral transport media 
(VTM) 

Transport specimens in ice 
(Triple Packaging) 

Send the specimens in ice to the laboratory as soon as possible 
Keep specimens at 4°Cc 

DO NOT FREEZE 
 

NOTE: 
aDo not use wooden shaft / cotton swab. Use dacron / rayon / polyester swabs. 
cAll clinical sample while awaiting to be send to the laboratory 

Ø If transportation of sample is within 72 hours, store at 2-8°C 
Ø If transportation of sample is after 72 hours, store at -80°C 

dConsult with Laboratory Officers first before sending samples. 
 
PLEASE PERFORM RTK SEROLOGY IGM ON DAY 13 
(SECOND SAMPLE TESTING) 
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LABORATORY TESTING COVID-19  IN PRIVATE LABORATORIES 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                
 
 

 
 

 
Send respiratory samples  to 

PRIVATE LABORATORY  
               Refer Annex 4a 
 

 
UPPER RESPIRATORY TRACT SPECIMENS 

(URTSs): 
 

COMBINED nasopharyngeal (NP) AND oropharyngeal swabs(OP) 
a 

 
 

 
 

One viral transport media 
(VTM) 

Send the specimens in ice to the laboratory as soon as possible 
Keep specimens at 4°Cc 

DO NOT FREEZE 
 

NOTE: 
aDo not use wooden shaft / cotton swab. Use dacron / rayon / polyester swabs. 
cAll clinical sample while awaiting to be send to the laboratory 

Ø If transportation of sample is within 72 hours, store at 2-8°C 
Ø If transportation of sample is after 72 hours, store at -80°C 

dConsult with Laboratory Officers first before sending samples. 
 

SARS CoV-2 DETECTED  
SEND PICTURE OF PCR GRAFT 

AND SAMPLE TO IMR FOR 
CONFIRMATION  

 
 

SARS CoV-2 NOT DETECTED 
 
 

Transport specimens in ice 
(Triple Packaging) 
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